
TO: CUNY Law Student Government Association 
FROM: CUNY Law Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) 
  CUNY Law Jewish Law Student Association (JLSA) 
DATE: December 2, 2021 
ENDORSED BY: South Asian Law Students Association (SALSA) 
       Women of Color Collective (WOCC) 

     Foundation for Immigration and Refugee Empowerment (FIRE) 
     Asian Pacific American Law Student Association (APALSA)   
     Luis DeGraffe Racial & Social Justice Orientation (RSJO) 
     Housing Rights Project (HRP) 
     National Lawyers Guild (NLG) 
     Latin American Law Students Association (LALSA) 
     If/When/How 
     Black Law Students Association (BLSA) 
     Muslim Students Association (MLSA) 
     HALT  
     OUTLaws 
     Law Students for Accessibility 
     Irish Law Students Association (ILSA) 
     Environmental Justice Coalition (EJC) 
     Students Against Cybersexual Abuse (SACSA)  
     Public Interest Law Association (PILA) 
     Formerly Incarcerated Law Students Advocacy Association (FILSAA) 
     Labor Coalition 
     CUNY Law Review 
     International Law Society (ILS) 

 

WHEREAS, the City University of New York (CUNY) has a vibrant community of anti zionist 
Palestinian, Muslim, Arab, and Jewish students who have been active in resisting Israeli settler 
colonialism;  
 
WHEREAS, CUNY has a history of censoring, repressing, harassing, and surveilling Palestine 
solidarity activists, including current CUNY Law students and co-sponsors of this resolution. 
 
WHEREAS settler colonialism and structural racism work across the world, including in the 
United States, to disenfranchise, dispossess, and inflict violence upon specific groups of people 
for the benefit of others;  
 
WHEREAS the unceasing military occupation and colonization of Palestine by the Israeli state is 
a manifestation of both settler colonialism and structural racism, supported politically, financially, 
and militarily by the U.S.; 
 
WHEREAS the Israeli state systematically violates Palestinians’ rights under international law; 
 
WHEREAS CUNY, including CUNY Law, is directly complicit in the ongoing apartheid, 
genocide, and war crimes perpetrated by the state of Israel against the Palestinian people 
through its investments in and contracts with companies profiting off of Israeli war crimes;  
 

https://forward.com/news/338106/new-challenge-for-cuny-over-alleged-anti-semitism/
https://forward.com/news/349702/pro-palestinian-group-vindicated-of-anti-semitism-charges-after-cuny-probe/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/were-these-college-students-targeted-for-disciplinary-action-because-of-their-pro-palestine-politics/
https://theintercept.com/2016/02/18/coming-of-age-under-surveillance-in-new-york/


WHEREAS, as of 2014, CUNY had close to $1.1 million invested in companies profiting off of 
Israeli war crimes, including weapons manufacturers (Boeing, General Electric, Lockheed 
Martin, Northrop Grumman, and Raytheon), tech and security companies (including Hewlett-
Packard Enterprise, G4S, and Motorola Solutions), and construction firms (including Caterpillar 
and Cemex); 
 
WHEREAS, in Fiscal Year 20-21, CUNY had over $8.5 million USD in contracts with companies 
that aid in or profit from Israeli colonization, occupation, and war crimes, including Dell, IBM, 
HP, Lenovo, Cisco, and BMC Software. 
 
WHEREAS, CUNY collaborates with the NYPD, including through security MOUs, 
and  academic programs that offer tuition-free, guaranteed admission to NYPD officers. The 
NYPD participates in Deadly Exchange programs with Israel in which the NYPD sends officers 
to learn Israeli military and policing tactics and vice versa. In addition, the NYPD has infiltrated 
and surveilled students at CUNY campuses. 
 
WHEREAS, CUNY offers food and beverage products for purchase on campus that are 
notorious for violating Palestinian human rights, including PepsiCo and Sabra Hummus.  
 
WHEREAS, CUNY Law contracts with legal research ‘data cartels’ selling surveillance data and 
services, such as Thomson Reuters (Westlaw) and Reed Elsevier/RELX (LexisNexis). Through 
its LexisNexis Risk Solutions arm, LexisNexis contracts not only with the Department of 
Homeland Security/ICE, but also BioCatch, whose founder Avi Turgeman served as head of 
innovation for the cyber-intelligence unit of the Israel Defence Forces; 
 
WHEREAS CUNY is further directly complicit in the ongoing apartheid, genocide, and war 
crimes perpetrated by the state of Israel against the Palestinian people through it’s academic 
collaborations with complicit Israeli academic institutions; 
 
WHEREAS Israeli academic institutions are complicit in the occupation and colonization of 
Palestine and the state’s violence against Palestinians by developing military hardware, 
weapons, drones, and surveillance technologies; offering military training courses and posts for 
high-ranking military officers; declaring, via their leaders and other surrogates, their support for 
Israeli military offensives; discriminating against Palestinian students; and repressing voices in 
support of Palestinians and their struggle for self-determination; 
 
WHEREAS, several CUNY campuses receive grants from US-Israel Binational Foundations, 
which “promotes scientific relations between the U.S. and Israel by supporting collaborative 
research projects” between complicit Israeli academic institutions and US academic institutions; 
 
WHEREAS a number of CUNY faculty, including CUNY Law faculty, have taught at or 
collaborated with complicit Israel academic institutions, or have links to the Israeli Defense 
Forces; 
 
WHEREAS, CUNY, including the Law School, is further directly complicit in the ongoing 
apartheid, genocide, and war crimes perpetrated by the state of Israel against the Palestinian 
people through collaboration with and yielding to pressure from organizations that repress 
Palestinian organizing and its complicity in the ongoing censorship, harassment, and 
intimidation of Palestine soliarity activists;  
 

https://www.theknightnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/CUNY-Stock-Holdings-w-amounts.pdf
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/boeing
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/general-electric
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/lockheed-martin
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/lockheed-martin
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/northrop-grumman
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/raytheon-technologies
https://bdsmovement.net/boycott-hp
https://bdsmovement.net/boycott-hp
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/g4s
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/motorola-solutions
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/caterpillar
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/cemex
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/01/israel-texas-government-relationship/
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/ibm
https://bdsmovement.net/boycott-hp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_multinational_companies_with_research_and_development_centres_in_Israel
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/cisco-systems
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/texas-israel-cooperation
https://cdn.muckrock.com/foia_files/CUNY-NYPD__MOU_1.pdf
https://jjay.cuny.edu/NYPDProgram
https://deadlyexchange.org/participant-profiles/
https://www.jpost.com/must/must-celebrate/pepsico-labs-celebrates-three-years-of-activity-within-israeli-tech-sector-683698
http://bdslist.org/consumer/sabra-dipping-co-llc/
https://risk.lexisnexis.com/law-enforcement-and-public-safety
https://theintercept.com/2021/04/02/ice-database-surveillance-lexisnexis/
https://theintercept.com/2021/04/02/ice-database-surveillance-lexisnexis/
https://risk.lexisnexis.com/about-us/press-room/press-release/2017-08-09-biocatch
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0969476517301145?casa_token=g2lHaayqj6QAAAAA:uHQg6n3QtDqkr4TPS147U6NzotNDie8etEVmgD8TYimdQYOk8VPH2Im06PY1Zg8JPJQZWoZe2OJV
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/new-york-israel-cooperation
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/faculty/maria-maki-haberfeld


WHEREAS, a number of student organizations across CUNY receive money from the State of 
Israel, or from organizations lobbying on behalf of the State of Israel, and whose mission 
includes support for the State of Israel, and whose practices include surveillance, intimidation, 
harassment of Palestine solidarity activists on campuses. These organizations include Hillel, 
CAMERA, StandWithUs, Bulldogs for Israel, Israel Independence Day Committee, United 4 
Israel, Israel Student Association, Students Supporting Israel at City College of New York.  
 
WHEREAS, CUNY is further directly complicit in the ongoing apartheid, genocide, and war 
crimes perpetrated by the state of Israel against the Palestinian people through the  participation 
of student organizations in “birthright” trips to Israel, which are designed to cover-up Israeli 
settler colonial and apartheid violence and dispossession in order to generate support for 
zionism amongst Jewish students in the US. The program essentially provides a free vacation to 
Jewish students while at the same time the Israeli government refuses to implement the 
internationally recognized right of return for Palestinian refugees; 
 
WHEREAS, a number of CUNY schools participate in Israel exchange programs, including the 
Brooklyn College Program Study in Israel (PSI), in collaboration with Ben Gurion University of 
the Negev, Haifa University, Hebrew University and Tel Aviv University, as well as the City 
College of New York’s student exchange program with Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, all 
of which are a form of propaganda, and normalize settler colonial and apartheid rule. 
 
WHEREAS the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement is a Palestinian-led global 
movement that aims to end international support for Israeli violations of international law by 
forcing companies, institutions and governments to change their policies. BDS calls for the end 
of Israeli occupation and colonization of all Arab lands and dismantling the Wall, the recognition 
of the fundamental rights of Palestinian citizens of Israel, and the full right of return of 
Palestinian refugees; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that CUNY Law Student Government  proudly and unapologetically 
endorses the Palestinian-led call for Boycott Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) against Israel; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CUNY Law’s Student Government calls on the institution to 
divest from and end contracts with all companies that aid in or profit from Israeli colonization, 
occupation, and war crimes;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CUNY Law Student Government calls on the institution to 
end all Israel exchange programs; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CUNY Law Student Government calls on the institution to 
commit to transparency regarding its finances, contracts, investments, exchanges, and 
academic collaborations. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CUNY Law Student Government calls on the institution to cut 
all ties with organizations that repress Palestinian organizing and end its complicity in the 
ongoing censorship, harassment, and intimidation of Palestine solidarity activists, including 
through ending contracts, academic collaborations, and refusing to be complicit in the targeted 
harassment and silencing of Palestine solidarity activists; 
 

https://www.hillel.org/jewish/hillel-israel
https://cameraoncampus.org/programs/camera-campuses/
https://www.standwithus.com/israel?gclid=Cj0KCQjwiNSLBhCPARIsAKNS4_ccGdpCZPJwQxgwQhIk_jle0rjvUpcumF8D9Oy9SBTTZ2V1Z3FJIQEaAg7CEALw_wcB
https://www.hunterhillel.org/birthright-israel.html
https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/returnthebirthright/

